
 
 
 
 
 

May 2008 mission trip to El Salvador 
 

 
This year, thanks to the support of all our donors and volunteers, Heart 
Care International was able to return to El Salvador to conduct its biggest 
mission ever in this country.  Over a period of ten days, a total of 55 
children received life-saving heart interventions. 
 
All children recovered very well and by the end of the month they all had 
gone home.   
 
Heart Care International was able to adequately accomplish its two main 
objectives: on one hand, to safely perform surgeries on a significant 
number of children and at the same time, provide the Bloom Hospital 
medical team with practical and theoretical training. 
 
 In the following pages we will introduce to you some of the children you 
helped us save as well as some of the people involved in our project. 

 
 

 
 
It all happens at the Benjamin Bloom National ChildrenÕs Hospital in San 
Salvador, El Salvador.   The Bloom Hospital is the only childrenÕs 
hospital in El Salvador, it has 300 beds, 1,275 employees and receives 40 
children daily.  
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The children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Melvin Alexander,  
2 years old, blue baby 
 
He loves music and 
dancing.  However, he 
would always be tired, 
faint easily, and his 
hands and feet were 
very blue.  

He could not use shoes as his toes were too swollen. At night his 
mother would massage his hands and toes. He and his parents 
were very happy and grateful that Melvin was able to have his 
surgery. 

Ofra,  
8 years old, 
blue baby 
 
She likes to 
paint, when she 
grows up she 
wants to become 
a teacher. 
 

She had been scheduled for surgery four times 
before but it was until now that she was able to 
have her so much needed surgery. She wasnÕt able 
to walk anymore because of fatigue so her mother 
would have to carry her everywhere. 
She was very happy, now she would be able to 

Adriana, 14 years old. 
 
She loves Mac computers so 
she is planning to become a 
systems engineer. 
This was her second heart 
surgery. She had her first 
one when she was 7 months 
old. 

She was very happy because her lips were no longer blue after 
the surgery. 

Julio Eduardo, 
1 year old 
 
His parents were 
told that by the age 
of four, JulioÕs 
congenital disease 
would disappear.   

However as time passed he was looking more and 
more fragile and would get sick more often.  
During his last check-up (a few days before HCI 
mission trip), he had a heart attack so he was 
quickly checked into the BloomÕs Hospital ICU 
where he waited for the Heart Care International 
team to arrive. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wendy 
Marisol, 
 9 years old 
 
She likes to play 
with her dolls. 
When she grows 
up she would 
like to be a 
pediatrics doctor. 

This is the second time she has been scheduled for a 
surgery, her mother was very careful so that she 
would not get sick. 
She has a very strong faith in God, she would 
encourage her mother to do the same and accept 

 

Christian Ponce from Honduras 
11 years old 
 
When he grows up, he would like 
to drive trucks and learn English to 
show tourists around. 
He came to El Salvador because in 
his country no one could do the 
surgery that he needed. 

He waited 2 years in the BloomÕs Hospital waiting list to have 
the surgery. He and his parents were afraid but very happy. 
 

Karla Teresa, 
14 years old 
 
She likes to go to 
school and saw 
cloths.   

However, she would constantly be tired, unable to 
walk and faint frequently so very often she would not 
go to school.She was very happy because she would 
now be able to be a ÒnormalÓ girl. 
Her mother was very scared but also happy and 
grateful. Karla is her only child. 
 

 

Oscar Antonio, 
 4 years old 
 
He has been waiting for a 
surgery since he was born. 
He had been scheduled three 
times before but he had not 
been able to go into surgery. 

His parents were beginning to lose hope as they were told he was 
getting too old.  They were very happy and grateful. 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jose Luis, 5 years old 

 
Arie Isaac, 1 year old Jesus Stanley, 7 years old 

 
Darlin Julissa, 7 months old  

Helen Mayra, 6 months old 

 
Ana Fabiola, 3.5 years old Jocelyn, 6 years old 

 
Hector, 13 years old 

Walter Vladimir, 12 years old  
Mauricio, 12 years old 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Christian, 5.5 years old  

Marcus, 4 years old 
 

Jack Alejadro, 7 years old 

 
Jennifer, 10 years old 

 
Hector, 13 years old 

Carlos Daniel, 4 months  
Odir, 4 years old 

 
Stanley, 2.5 years old 

 



 
 

 
Heart Care International team 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This year Heart Care International had 85 medical volunteers come to El Salvador.  The team included 
surgeons, anesthesiologists, cardiologists, perfusionists, OR nurses, anesthesia techs, ICU doctors and 
nurses, respiratory therapists and biomeds.  
They all come from different hospitals including Montefiore Medical Center. Columbia Presbiterian, 
Ohio Children Hospital, Boston ChildrenÕs Hospital,  

 
ICU night crew 
 

 
ICU day crew 

 
OR nurses 

 
Some of the OR team 
members 

 

Surgeons: 
Robert Michler, M.D. 

Montefiore Medical 
Center, New York, NY 

Sam Weinstein, M.D. 
  Montefiore Medical 

Center, New York, NY 
Allistair Phillips, M.D 

Ohio ChildrenÕs Hospital. 
Columbus, OH 

Guillermo Martinez 
Bloom ChildrenÕs 
Hospital, San Salvador 

Francisco Gamero 
Bloom ChildrenÕs 
Hospital, San Salvador 
 

Team captains: 
Anesthesia: William 
Schechter 
ICU nursing: Betsy Tirado 
ICU doctors: Tessie October 
OR nursing: Brett Emmerson 
Perfusion: Daniel Gomez 
Respiratory: Nilsa Negron 
Screening: Ernest Siwik 



 
 

 
The Heart Care International team at work 
 
 
 
 
 
In the operating rooms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Heart Care International team is a very dedicated and hard working group.  Even though they 
all come from different hospitals they are able to work efficiently and safely together within a 
tough and unpredictable environment.   
 

 
Anesthesiologist preparing a 
patient 

 
Perfusionists 

 
Healing hands 

Dr. Weinstein 

 
Dr. Michler working side by 
side with the El Salvadorian 
team 

 
The El Salvadorian surgeons  

Dr. Phillips 



 
 

In the ICU 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Other teams 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ICU nurses and doctors work day and night along side with the childrenÕs parents to provide the 
best and most loving post-op care possible. 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Our biomeds who work 
magic on all the equipment 



 
 

 
Special visits 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
May 2008 

 
May 2007 

   

 
Linda Jerusalen, 
1.5 years old 

 

During our May 2008 mission trip, we received the visit of the First Lady from El 
Salvador who met with some of the children and their parents. 

  

 

Some members of the Heart Care International team met with the US 
Ambassador to El Salvador at the US Embassy. 

We also had the visit of some of the children who had surgery on May 2007 and 
January 2008. 



 
 

 
 

 
Jennifer Adriana, 
2 years old 

 

 

 
Alexander Misael,  
3.5 years old 

 

 
Alejandra Nicole,  
3.5 years old 

 

  

 
Rodrigo Fernando, 
2.5 years old 

 

  



 
 

May 2008 May 2009 

 
Griselda del Carmen, 
3.5 years old 

 

  

May 2008 January 2008 
  

 
Jose Francisco, 
18 years old 

 

 
Jennifer,  
11.5 years old 

 
On behalf of all the families and the children that you 
helped us save, thank you.  
 

 


